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Jesus said, “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 

 

Highland Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse and inclusive Christian 
Community as we embody the love and forgiveness of Jesus by serving the 

Community and the World, drawing people to Christ. 



Prelude                  Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence                   French Melody/ Curry 
                          

Gathering	
 
Welcome & Announcements             Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington 
 
Call to Worship (Responsive)                                                    Sandy Miller 
 

One: Praise the Lord, all the earth! 
 

All: Praise the Lord from the heavens; praise the Lord in the heights. 
 

One: Praise the name of the Lord,  
 

All: And the Lord’s glory shall be praised, 
 

One: Come, let us praise the Lord;  
 

All: Let us worship God! 
 
*Opening Hymn                  For the Beauty of the Earth                            Hymn 14 
 
Call to Confession                 Sandy Miller 
 
Prayer of Confession (Communal) 
 

God of mercy, 
your command to love one another  
across all differences 
opens us to new horizons, 
yet we often respond with fear and judgment that hinders your goal for humanity. 
Forgive our sins, we pray, 
and give us a true repentance 
that leads to life for all creation. 
We pray in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 

Assurance of Pardon (Responsive) 
 

One:  God’s promises are trustworthy and true; your sins are forgiven. 
Be at peace to serve the Lord, 
and may you always be known by your love.  

 

All:    Thanks be to God! 
 
 
 
Time for the Children                     Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington 



The	Word	
Prayer for Illumination                                                                                                    Sandy Miller 
 

O God of promise, your word made flesh in Jesus Christ is trustworthy and true.  By the 
power of your Holy Spirit, may it rise up in us this day like a gift from the spring of the 
water of life to refresh our thirsty souls.  Amen.  

 
Holy Scripture                                                                                   John 13:31-35 
 

When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and 
God has been glorified in him.  If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify 
him in himself and will glorify him at once.  Little children, I am with you only a 
little longer.  You will look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, 
‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’  I give you a new commandment, that you 
love one another.  Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.  By 
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one 
another.” 

 
 
Sermon          “Love One Another”    Rev. Matthew Benz-Whittington 
 
 
 
Special Music                They Will Know We are Christians                  Highland Choir 
 
 
 
 
Statement of Faith (Communal)                       Apostle’s Creed 
 
 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth,  

And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born 
of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; he 
descended into hell; the third day he rose again from the dead; he ascended into 
heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall 
come to judge the quick and the dead.  

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 
forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen.  



Offering of Our Gifts               
         
Offertory        I Have Decided to Follow Jesus                   Indian Folk Melody 
 
Doxology                              Hymn 609  
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving (Communal)  

 

Loving God,  
We give you thanks for the ministry of reconciliation to which you call us in the name of 
Jesus Christ and his resurrection.  Accept these gifts for your mission to heal all creation.  
May they be a testament to your love for us as we share them in love for you; through 
Jesus Christ we pray.  Amen.  

 
Prayers of the People & the Lord’s Prayer 
 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 
 

 
 

Sending	
	

*Closing Hymn            Today We Are Called to be Disciples                Hymn 757 
 
*Charge and Benediction  
 
Benediction     
 
Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Upcoming Events at Highland Presbyterian 
 
Maryville Area Youth Gathering in May - Noon 
 
Maryville Area Youth (M.A.Y.) is a ministry partnership with St. Andrew’s Episcopal 
Church for our children and youth to gather around games and fellowship. We share our 
spaces, resources and combine our numbers together for larger and more consistent 
events.   
 

Please mark your calendar for the next M.A.Y. event at Highland on Sunday, May 15 at 
noon. It will be a cookout and outdoor games.  
 
Pastor Matthew Study Leave May 15-22 
 
Pastor Matthew will take a week of study leave to attend a conference at Montreat 
Conference Center in Montreat, NC. Beth Ragsdale will guest preach on Sunday, May 22.  
 
Happy Highlanders May Gathering- Tuesday, May 17  
 
Our Happy Highlanders will gather in the Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, May 17 at 11:30 
am. Bring a lunch and join for great fellowship.  
 

 

Weekly Schedule for May 15th – May 22nd  

 
Sunday, May 15 - Sunday Worship 10:30 am.  Free Little Neighborhood Dedication 
 
Monday - Pastor Matthew’s Study Leave- (All Week) 
 
Tuesday - Highland Quilters- 9am Happy Highlanders- 11:30 am 
 
Wednesday - OA- Noon Choir Practice- 7:00 p.m. 
 
Thursday – Girl Scouts- 7:00 p.m. Fellowship Hall.  
 
Friday -  
 
Saturday - 
 
Sunday, May 22  - Sunday Worship 10:30 am. 
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For the Beauty of the Earth
CREATION AND PROVIDENCE

14

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: Folliott Sandford Pierpoint, 1864, alt.
MUSIC: Conrad Kocher, 1838; abr. William Henry Monk, 1861; harm. The English Hymnal, 1906

DIX
7.7.7.7.7.7

In the course of many revisions, the original eucharistic emphasis of this text has shifted to a hymn of
thanksgiving for a wide range of human experience, with a Christological summation. It is set here to the
tune that is customary in North America, though not elsewhere.
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Today We All Are Called
to Be Disciples

JUSTICE AND RECONCILIATION

757

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
TEXT: H. Kenn Carmichael, 1985
MUSIC: English County Songs, 1893; harm. Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1906
Text © 1989 H. Kenn Carmichael

KINGSFOLD
CMD

This text placing stewardship in the context of faithful witness was written by a retired Presbyterian minister
to be part of the 1986 stewardship campaign titled “Called to Be Disciples.” The tune name recalls the Sussex
village where the arranger first heard the melody.
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