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Highland Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse and inclusive Christian
Community as we embody the love and forgiveness of Jesus by serving the
Community and the World, drawing people to Christ.
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Prelude O, Warm My Heart Shea

Gathering

Welcome & Announcements Dr. Scott Rollins

Lighting the Advent Candle Jenny Ribble & Maddie Yalove

Reader One: This morning is the first Sunday in Advent. Advent, which means “coming,”
is the season to wait and prepare for the coming of Christ. One way that
we wait for Christ’s coming is to light the candles on the Advent wreath,
and to remind ourselves of the gifts Christ brings to the world.

Reader Two: This morning we light the first candle, the candle of hope. Let us pray

together.

ALL: O God, we put our hope in you. Thank you for the light of hope. As we
prepare for Christ’'s coming, help us to share our hope with others.
Amen.

(The first candle is lit).

Sung in Unison “O Come, O Come Emmanuel”, verse 1
O come, O come, Emmanuel
And ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel

Shall come to thee, O Israel.

*Call to Worship (Responsive) Jeremy Lloyd
One: “l was glad when they said to me, “Let us go to the house of the Lord!”
All: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem.
One: Jerusalem — built as a city that is bound firmly together.
All: To it the people go up, to give thanks to the name of the Lord.
One: Pray for the peace of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you.

All: Peace be within your walls, and security within your towers.”



*Opening Hymn Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus Hymn 82

Callto Confession

This is the time for us to wake from sleep; salvation is near to us. Let us then lay aside
the tatters of sin, and put on the armor of righteousness, asking our Savior for
forgiveness.

Prayer of Confession (Communal)

Holy God, remind us that you have formed us with your own hands, made us in your
own image, and placed us in this world to be stewards of your good creation. Made for
generous relationships, we have retreated into ourselves. Created for the purpose of
making your goodness known, we allow lesser tasks to occupy our time. Forgive our
failure to live in the way you made us to live. Renew within us the knowledge of your
love so that we may live joyfully and gratefully, sharing what we have. For we pray in
the name of Jesus Christ, who offered himself for us, and opens to us the way of eternal

life.
Assurance of God’s Love Hymn 582
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Time for Youth Dr. Scott Rollins

The Word

Prayer for Illumination

Dear Lord, in the silence of our hearts, the listening of our ears, and the wisdom
of our minds, may the word become Word for us, in Christ’s name and by his
power. Amen.

Holy Scripture Matthew 24:36—44

But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, nor the
Son, but only the Father. For as the days of Noah were, so will be the coming of the
Son of Man.

For as in the days before the flood they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day Noah entered the ark, and they knew nothing until the flood
came and swept them all away, so, too, will be the coming of the Son of Man. Then
two will be in the field; one will be taken, and one will be left.

Two women will be grinding meal together; one will be taken, and one will be
left. Keep awake, therefore, for you do not know on what dayyour Lord is
coming. But understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have let his
house be broken into.

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming at an hour you do not

expect.
Anthem Now the Heavens Start to Whisper Highland Choir
Sermon “Advent Hope” Dr. Scott Rollins
Affirmation of Faith (Communal) from the Confession of 1967

In Jesus of Nazareth, true humanity was realized once for all. Jesus, a Palestinian Jew,
lived among his own people and shared their needs, temptations, joys, and sorrows.
He expressed the love of God in word and deed and became a brother to all. The risen
Christ is the Savior of all humanity. Those joined to him by faith are set right with God
and commissioned to serve as his reconciling community. Christ is head of this
community, the church, which begins with the apostles and continues through all
generations. God’s sovereign love is a mystery beyond the reach of the human mind.
Human thought ascribes to God superlatives of power, wisdom, and goodness. But God
reveals his love in Jesus Christ by showing power in the form of a servant, wisdom in



the folly of the cross, and goodness in receiving sinners. The power of God’s love to
transform the world discloses that the Redeemer is the Lord and Creator who made all

things to serve the purpose of his love.

Moment for Mission Christmas Joy Offering Jeremy Lloyd
Offertory Thanks to God for My Redeemer Holtman/ Sanborn
*Doxology Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow Hymn 609
Praise God, from whom all blessings flow.
Praise God, all creatures high and low.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Praise God, in Jesus fully known:
Creator, Word, and Spirit one.
Alleluia, alleluia!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer
At “God our Savior,” please respond with, Hear our prayer.
Sending

*Closing Hymn O Come, O Come Emmanuel Hymn 88
Benediction Dr. Scott Rollins
Postlude Come, Ye Thankful People, Come Elvey / McDonald

Thank you to Jennie Ribble and Maddie Yalove for the Advent Candle Lighting this week.

Thank you to Jeremy Lloyd for serving as our liturgist this week.



Announcements

Advent Sunday School Class Begins Today

A Sunday School class focused on Advent hymns will start today and last for the four
weeks of Advent. We'll cover one ancient hymn, two modern hymns, and one older
hymn. Our choir will be singing and the congregation will sing the hymns during
worship this season.

Maryville College Christmas Concert

“A Maryville College Christmas” is an annual tradition that brings together the
College’s ensembles and community musicians for a festive celebration of the
season. This year’s concert will feature “The Ceremony of Carols” by Benjamin
Britten and a “Carol Sing” with the orchestra and chorus, along with additional
music of the season.

The event highlights the College’s collaborative spirit, uniting performers of all ages
to share music that captures the joy, beauty, and tradition of Christmas. Two of our
own choir members, Jenny Ribble and Maddie Yalove, will be singing in the
Maryville College choir.

Tickets are $20, free for MC faculty, staff, and students.

Fellowship Time Next Sunday at 9:15 a.m.

Next Sunday will be communion Sunday. Before worship, we will have treats and
fellowship at 9:15am. Come join us for this fellowship!

Liturgists Needed

Please consider signing up to serve as a liturgist on an upcoming Sunday morning. A
liturgist's script is prepared each week to ease the liturgist role.



