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Highland Presbyterian Church seeks to be a diverse and inclusive Christian 
Community as we embody the love and forgiveness of Jesus by serving the 

Community and the World, drawing people to Christ. 
 
 

 
 
 



Welcome & Announcements                Dr. Scott Rollins 
 
 
Prelude                   
 

Gathering	
 
 
*Call to Worship (Responsive)                                            
       

One:  All creation, all people: praise the Lord! 

All:  Stars shooting across the sky, sing glad songs to our God! 

One:  Snow clouds approaching, birds sitting on a branch: praise the Lord! 

All:  Sleeping cats and barking dogs, sing new choruses of praise! 

One:  Rich and poor, leaders and followers: praise the Lord! 

ALL:  Old and young, families and singles, we will lift our joy to our God! 
 
 
 
*Opening Hymn     Good Christian Friends, Rejoice         Hymn 132 
 
 
 
Call to  Confession                    
 

We know all that God has done for us, as well as all we could have done for others.  Let us 
confess to God our failures and foibles, as we pray together: 
 
 
 
Prayer of Confession (Communal)  
 

Ever-present God, you became our Savior in all our distress.  In all the ways we 
hurt, and all the ways we hurt others, in all the ways we feel neglected and all the 
ways we neglect others, in all the ways we cry out and all the ways we cause 
others to cry, you are with us, comforting us and holding us to account.  In your 
love, redeem us once again.  Lift us up and grant us your mercy, as you have 
throughout the generations. 

 

 
 



Assurance of God’s Love                             Hymn 582 
 

 
 
Time for Youth                                                            Dr. Scott Rollins 
 
 

The	Word	
 

 
Prayer for Illumination        
 

Let the words of our mouths and the meditation of our hearts be acceptable to you, 
O Lord, our rock and our redeemer.  As we approach your Word, may we be ready to 
receive the message you intend for us today.  Amen. 

 

 

 



Holy Scripture                                                               Matthew 2:13-23 
 

 

Now after they had left, an angel of the Lord appeared to Joseph in a dream and said, 
“Get up, take the child and his mother, and flee to Egypt, and remain there until I tell 
you, for Herod is about to search for the child, to destroy him.”  Then Joseph got up, 
took the child and his mother by night, and went to Egypt and remained there until 
the death of Herod.  This was to fulfill what had been spoken by the Lord through the 
prophet, “Out of Egypt I have called my son.” 

 

When Herod saw that he had been tricked by the magi, he was infuriated, and he sent 
and killed all the children in and around Bethlehem who were two years old or under, 
according to the time that he had learned from the magi.  Then what had been spoken 
through the prophet Jeremiah was fulfilled: 

 

 “A voice was heard in Ramah, 
  wailing and loud lamentation, 
  Rachel weeping for her children; 
  she refused to be consoled, because they are no more.” 

 

When Herod died, an angel of the Lord suddenly appeared in a dream to Joseph in 
Egypt and said, “Get up, take the child and his mother, and go to the land of Israel, 
for those who were seeking the child’s life are dead.”  Then Joseph got up, took the 
child and his mother, and went to the land of Israel.  But when he heard that 
Archelaus was ruling Judea in place of his father Herod, he was afraid to go there.  
And after being warned in a dream, he went away to the district of Galilee.  There he 
made his home in a town called Nazareth, so that what had been spoken through the 
prophets might be fulfilled, “He will be called a Nazarene.” 

 
 
 
Anthem                             Watchman, Tell Us of the Night                            Jussara Horton 
 
 
 
Sermon                                                                                             Dr. Scott Rollins 
 
 
 
 
 



Affirmation of Faith (Communal)                                                           from the Confession of 1967 
 
 

The one sufficient revelation of God is Jesus Christ, 
the Word of God incarnate, to whom the Holy Spirit 
bears unique and authoritative witness 
through the Holy Scriptures, 
which are received and obeyed 
as the word of God written. 

 
 
 
Moment for Mission                              Christmas Joy Offering 
 
 
 
 
*Doxology        Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow          Hymn 609 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessings flow. 
Praise God, all creatures high and low. 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
Praise God, in Jesus fully known: 

Creator, Word, and Spirit one. 
Alleluia, alleluia! 

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia! 
 

 
Sending	

 
 
*Closing Hymn                What Child is This            Hymn 145 
 
 
 
Benediction                                  Dr. Scott Rollins 
 
 
 
Postlude                     
 


